
Service 38 – Sunderland, Ashbrooke, 
Leechmere Road, Hollycarrside, Tunstall 
Bank Estate
 Service 38 will extend hourly from Tunstall Bank Estate to 

Rainton Bridge via Silksworth, Herrington Burn, Grasswell and 
Houghton-le-Spring to replace the 35A.

 The new service gives Grasswell a direct link to Sunderland and 
Tunstall Bank Estate a westbound connection, as requested by 
residents.

 The evening and Sunday services will remain unchanged.

Service 39 - Pennywell, Chester Road, 
Sunderland Royal Hospital, City Centre, 
Grangetown, Ryhope, Doxford Park, 
Moorside, Doxford International
 The frequency on this route will Increase to every 15 minutes. 

 Some journeys on the service will interwork with new service 
33 at Doxford International.

 The evening and Sunday services will remain unchanged.

 Service 39 will now depart from Stand J at Park Lane 
Interchange.

Simplicity 42 – Sunderland, Grangetown, 
Hollycarrside, Ryhope, Tunstall Village 
and Silksworth
 This service is replaced by the revised 2/2A service, with 

the service also gaining additional recovery time to improve 
reliability.

 Evening journeys will continue to interwork with service 60, 
but Sunday journeys will no longer do so.

Fab 56 – Sunderland, Southwick, North 
Hylton Road, Nissan, Concord, Springwell, 
Wrekenton, QE Hospital, Gateshead and 
Newcastle
 The frequency of the daytime service will change to every 12 

minutes, allowing additional running time and recovery time to 
be added to improve reliability.

Drifter 60 – Sunderland, Ryhope, Seaham 
and Dawdon
 Evening journeys will continue to interwork with service 2 

(which replaces current service 42) but Sunday journeys will no 
longer do so.

Simplicity 61 – Sunderland, Ryhope and 
Murton
 Sunday frequency is increased to every 20 minutes, providing 

a bus every 10 minutes between Sunderland and New Seaham 
with service 60.

 Sunday service will interwork with service 60.

Fast Cats X35 – Sunderland, Durham Road, 
East Herrington, Doxford International, 
Houghton-le-Spring, Hetton-le-Hole, 
Peterlee to Hartlepool
 The timetable will be slightly revised with additional recovery 

time added to improve reliability.

 It will no longer interwork with service X36.

 Additional evening and Sunday journeys will run between 
Houghton-le-Spring and South Hetton to replace the 35C 
route.  Buses will run between Sunderland and  
Houghton-le-Spring as service 35A and service X35 between 
Houghton-le-Spring and South Hetton. Customers won’t need 
to change buses at Houghton-le-Spring and through fares will 
be available.

Fast Cats X36 – Sunderland, Southwick, 
Carley Hill, Witherwack, Hylton Red 
House, Downhill, Boldon, Heworth, 
Gateshead to Newcastle
 This service, whilst popular with some passengers, does not 

carry enough passengers to cover the costs of operating it.

 A revised timetable will operate, with buses running half-
hourly between Sunderland and Downhill, and an hourly 
service then continuing to Newcastle, with buses terminating 
on Market Street West at stop number 08NC45, outside the 
Theatre Royal.

 The peak time extensions to Sunderland Enterprise Park will 
no longer run and have already been replaced by a diversion to 
our Lime 8 service.

 The service will be converted to low cost operation.

Other Changes
 There will also be some minor timetable changes to services 8 

and 99.

Wheatsheaf Stopping Arrangements
The stopping arrangements at Wheatsheaf when travelling out of 
Sunderland will be revised for some services.

 Stop number 24904 will be observed by services 56, 35, 35A 
and 36.

 Stop number 24905 will be observed by service X36.

Revised Sunderland 
Bus Network

Driver Briefing

City Centre Stopping Arrangements
Because of the changes to services, there will be some changes to the stopping arrangements in Sunderland City Centre.  
The map below shows where the services will stop.
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There will be a number of changes to services at Deptford 
from 25th January. These changes offer a number of 
benefits, including:

 improved reliability of services, with increased recovery 
time on some routes

 new cross city links, including revised services 2/2A, 
20/20A and 35/36

 better access to the city centre for passengers, with 
stops closer to the shops

 improved frequency on some routes on Sundays

 new links created and better connectivity, including new 
service 33/33A and extended service 38, as requested 
by passengers

These changes are outlined in this note. If you have any 
questions, we will be holding a drop-in session in January,  
or alternatively speak to your SDM.


